
Academic Lettering Policy @ HHS is calculated yearly GPA. Students would 

earn their letters in the ninth, tenth, eleventh and first semester of their senior 
year. Students have to obtain a 3.75 GPA on a 4.0 grade scale. Student 
recognition of an academic award happens in the fall of the year. Students 

must attend Hastings High School for at least a full semester in order to qualify 
for an academic letter during that year.  

 
Advanced Placement is a testing program that enables students to gain 
college credit while enrolled in high school. Advanced Placement Exams take 

place during the month of May and are open to qualified students in grades 10, 
11, and 12. There is a cost to the student for taking the examination. Please 
see your counselor if you have questions.  

 
Audit Policy: to audit a course means to enroll officially in a Hastings High 

School course for no credit. Credit will not be granted towards graduation even 
though students are expected to complete all the requirements for the class.  
Purpose: Allowing students to audit courses enables them to enroll in a senior 

high course for the sole purpose of exploring an area of interest without 
concern for the course grade and how it will affect their grade point average. In 

other words, auditing a class can provide an enriching and challenging 
experience without the threat of its impact on a student’s grade point average.  
1. A student may elect to take one (1) course for audit above the minimum 

required course load. The minimum course load is 12 semester credits for 9th 
and 10th grade; 10 semester credits for 11th and 12th grade.  
2. A student who audits a class must do everything required of students who 

take the same course for credit. Failure to do so could result in a 
recommendation from the instructor and counselor to drop the student from 

the course.  
3. Auditing is only allowed based on space and with the consent of the 
instructor. Students registering to take a course for credit will have priority 

over students wishing to audit a course.  
4. A student who is taking a course for credit may not change his/her status to 
an audit after the course starts. An audit must be declared before the first 

class meeting. Special circumstances may allow a student to elect to go to a 
credit status from an audit status after the course is in progress. Such a 

request must be made before mid-semester of each course. Any request of this 
type requires a recommendation by the instructor and counselor.  
6. Audit forms are available in the counseling office.  

 

 

ACADEMIC INFORMATION 

 



Change of schedule  
Students cannot change elective classes on their schedules. Students cannot 
rearrange classes within their schedules. Students cannot request specific 
teachers or class periods. This policy has been advertised to both students and 

parents/guardians throughout the year. Parents/guardians are encouraged to 
participate in the registration process and asked to sign the registration 
confirmation sheet. This policy is in place because teaching positions are based 

on registration. Once students register, course sections are cut and staffing 
positions are determined. If we allow students to change their minds about 

course selection, not only does it undermine the integrity of the registration 
process, but also more importantly, class sizes become very imbalanced. Very 
limited exceptions may apply. Please contact your counselor directly with 

questions or concerns. In addition to the policy, it is the students’ 
responsibility to make sure the schedule change does not affect graduation 
requirements or NCAA eligibility. Schedule changes may affect college 

admissions decisions for 12th grade students. Before changing a schedule, it is 
the students’ responsibility check with the admissions office of any college to 

which they have applied or been accepted to see if the change will affect 
admission standing.  

Drop Policy: students may drop a class for a study hall within 4 weeks 

from the start of the semester. 
  

Class rank  
Class rank is computed at the end of each semester and is based on 

cumulative grade point average. Class rank statistics are printed on semester 

report cards. Graduation Ceremony Honors: HHS recognizes students as 

“Graduate with Highest Honors” for an earned cumulative grade point average 

of 4.0, “Graduate with High Honors” for an earned cumulative grade point 

average of 3.935 to 3.99. And “Graduate with Honors,” for an earned 

cumulative grade point average of 3.867 –3.934. Students in the top 10% of the 

graduating class will be recognized. In order to receive these honors a student 

must complete all requirements for graduation by the last official day of 

attendance for the senior class and be a full-time student for one semester. A 

student earning more than 12 credits in a non-accredited homeschool will not 

be included in class rank at Hastings High School. Therefore, a student earning 

more than 12 credits from a non-accredited homeschool will not be eligible for 

the HHS Local Scholarship Program and honor distinctions at graduation.  

Commencement  
The purpose of the commencement ceremony is to honor students who have 

met the requirements for graduation from Hastings High School. A non-
graduate will be allowed to participate in the ceremonies with his/her class 

provided that the student is not more than two credits below the requirements 
for graduation if that student has met the remaining requirements for 



graduation. Additional modifications to this requirement may be decided by a 
student’s IEP team on an individual basis. These exceptions must be approved 

by the principal. Participation in the commencement ceremony is a privilege, 
not a right. Students must be a fulltime student for one semester in order to 

participate in the graduation ceremony. All students will wear the school 
provided blue cap and gown. After the graduation ceremony, students hand in 
the cap and gown and receive their official diploma; this happens either at the 

church for an outside graduation or in the gym. Students are able to purchase 
the tassel and cap for $10.00, at that time. The only additions to the cap and 
gown provided are the National Honor Society stoles, Global Languages Honor 

Society red cords, Youth in Government red, white and blue cord and the top 
10% gold honor cords.  

 
Course Load  
The minimum course load for freshmen & sophomores=12 semester credits per 

year. The minimum load for juniors & seniors =10 semester credits per year. 
Study halls and/or audit courses do not count as credit bearing courses.  

 
Final Exam Policy  
The last two days of each semester will be devoted to taking final tests. 

Students will have a final exam in each class at the end of first and second 
semester. During final exams, classes are extended to give student adequate 
time to complete the final. Students are expected to be in attendance at school 

for exams. Students are not allowed to take finals early. Students are not 
allowed to leave school and come back during final exams. Students must clear 

any outstanding obligations (fee and fines, parking fines, missing textbooks, 
library books, athletic clothing or equipment, cafeteria fines, etc.) The final 
schedule is posted on our website and in our calendar pages.  

 
Grading/Credit  
All courses at the high school grant credit on a semester basis. Mid-semester 

grades represent only a “progress report” as to how well the student is doing. 
The semester grade represents the teacher’s evaluation of the student for the 

entire semester.  
 
Graduation & Classification In order to be eligible for graduation, students 

must have completed forty-four semester credits of class work. These credits 
must include eight semester credits in English, eight semester credits in social 

studies, four semester credits in physical education and health, six semester 
credits in science and six semester credits in math. To be classified as a 10th 
grader, you must have earned 10 credits. To be classified as an 11th grader, 

you must have earned 20 credits and in order to be a 12th grader, you must 
have earned 30 credits. Additional accommodations and modifications may be 
made by the student’s IEP on an individual basis.  

One Semester Early Graduation: Students who will complete their graduation 
requirements by the end of the first semester of the senior year and who wish 



to be considered for early graduation must contact their counselor no later 
than March 1 of their junior year. If the request is approved for further 

consideration by the counselor, the student’s parents will be asked to put the 
request in writing to the  



school principal. The letter should outline the reason(s) early graduation is 
being requested. The principal and counselor will make a final determination 

on the request and notify the student and the parent.  
Full Year Early Graduation: Students who would like to be considered for a full 

year early graduation must make application with the counselor no later than 
March 1 of their sophomore year. At the time of application the student must 
present a letter from his/her parents (guardians) requesting early graduation 

and outlining the reasons for the request. A student-parent-counselor-principal 
conference will be held to discuss the request. Final approval/disapproval will 
be made by the building principal. The following criteria must be met before 

approval will be granted:  
1. The procedure outlined above must be followed.  

2. The student and parent must present a valid reason for early graduation as 
approved by the school.  
3. Only credits earned at Hastings High School or those approved for transfer 

from another high school are recognized for early graduation.  
4. The student must maintain an overall grade point average of 2.67 (B-) or 

higher at the end of the sophomore year and at the end of the first semester of 
the junior year.  
 

Hastings Area Learning Center (ALC) is an alternative opportunity for 
students to be successful with earning their high school diploma. The ALC 
offers day, afternoon and evening programming during the school year. 

Students have a choice to attend in a daily structured program, independent 
study or a combination of both. Credits are awarded upon successful 

completion of each class. Students will earn a Hastings High School diploma or 
that of their home school district when all credit requirements are completed. 
Contact the Hastings ALC at (651) 480-7690 for more information.  

 
Honor Roll  
The honor roll is calculated at the end of each semester. Those students whose 

average nine week grade is “B” or higher will be on the honor roll. The following 
point system is used to average grades.  

A = 4.00 pts B- = 2.67 pts D+ = 1.33 pts  
A- = 3.67 pts C+ = 2.33 pts D = 1.00 pts  
B+ = 3.33 pts C = 2.00 pts D- = 0.67 pts  

B = 3.00 pts C- = 1.67 pts F = 0.00 pts  
Grade points divided by the number of credits taken must equal at least 2.83 

in order for a student to be listed on the “B” honor roll and 3.50 in order to be 
listed on the “A” honor roll. Grade point averages are printed on semester 
report cards. A student earning more than 12 credits in a non-accredited 

homeschool will not be included in class rank at Hastings High School.  
Academic Effort and Attitude Honor Roll is a new honor roll developed to 
recognize student improvement. This two tier honors roll: “Blue” = students 

improved their overall GPA in all classes between one-half and one-full letter 
grade and “Gold” = students improved their overall GPA in all classes by at 



least one-full letter grade. Students must be full-time HHS students in order to 
be calculated into our Honor Roll.  

 
Incomplete  

Incompletes will not be given without permission of the grade-level principal. 
Students receiving incompletes have 3 weeks from the end of the marking 
period to complete work, except when the teacher specifies more or less time.  

 
Independent Study  
Independent study opportunities are available to students who desire to study 

course work which is not offered in the regular curriculum. These 
opportunities are open only to those students who have shown an ability to 

carry out work independently. Students considering independent study are 
responsible for securing the voluntary cooperation of a faculty member to work 
with them. Please see your counselor for information about the Independent 

Study Program. 
 

Make-up Work  
Make-up work is the responsibility of the student. Students who have been 
excused absent are allowed two days to make up work they have missed. In the 

case of a prolonged illness or absence, students can have up to one week or 
teachers may extend this at their discretion. Any long-term assignment or 
assessment, which the student had been aware of prior to the absence, will be 

due on the date of return to class. In many instances, teachers may expect 
students to spend appropriate amounts of time after school in order to make 

up work that was missed. During an extended illness, students or parents 
should email his/her teachers to stay connected with course work and missing 
work. If the students absent is unexcused the student forfeits the work missed 

and will get a zero; other disciplinary action may be taken as well.  
 
Post-Secondary Educations Options:  

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) is a program that allows 10th-, 
11th- and 12th-grade students to earn both high school and college credit 

while still in high school, through enrollment in and successful completion of 
college nonsectarian courses at eligible participating postsecondary 
institutions. Most PSEO courses are offered on the campus of the 

postsecondary institution; some courses are offered online. Each participating 
college or university sets its own requirements for enrollment into the PSEO 

courses. Eleventh and 12th-grade students may take PSEO courses on a full- 
or part-time basis; 10th graders may initially take one Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) PSEO course. If 10th graders taking a CTE PSEO course earn 

at least a grade C in that class, they may take additional CTE PSEO courses. 
Students must meet the PSEO residency and eligibility requirements and abide 
by participation limits specified in Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09. If a 

school district determines a pupil is not on track to graduate, she/he may 
continue to participate in PSEO. There is no charge to PSEO students for 



tuition, books or fees for items that are required to participate in a course. 
Enrolling in a PSEO course does not prohibit a student from participating in 

activities sponsored by the high school. Funds are available to help pay 
transportation expenses for qualifying students to participate in PSEO courses 

on college campuses. School districts must allow a PSEO student reasonable 
access to the high school building, computers and/or other technology 
resources during regular school hours to participate in PSEO courses, whether 

on-line or on campus. Each year, districts must publish their grade-weighting 
policy on their website, including a list of courses for which students can earn 
weighted grades. By March 1 of each year, schools must provide PSEO 

information to all students in grades 8-11 and their families. To assist the 
district in planning, students must notify their school by May 30 if they want 

to participate in PSEO for the following school year. For current information 
about the PSEO program, visit the Minnesota Department of Education’s 
Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO) webpage. 

 
Report Cards:  

Grade reports are posted to Infinite Campus after all eight grading periods.  
 
Top Ten Eligibility  

In order for a student to be considered for the Top Ten Board, they must earn 
at least the minimum of credits required each year (in addition to qualifying 
based on GPA). Freshman qualifies by earning at least 6 credits each semester, 

at the beginning of the sophomore year, a student must have 12 credits & 
must earn at least 12 credits during their sophomore year. At the beginning of 

the junior year, a student must have at least 24 credits and must earn at least 
10 credits during their junior year. Senior year, a student must have at least 
34 credits and must earn at least 10 credits their senior year. A student may 

earn a Hastings High School diploma by transferring courses in from 
accredited correspondence schools, but cannot be considered for top ten 
honors if they have not been attending HHS full-time. (Students enrolled in 

DCTC or PSEO are considered to be regular full-time students) Previous 
adopted policies included with home school guidelines also state: a student 

earning more than 12 credits in a non-accredited school cannot be included in 
class rank upon entering HHS. A student must be enrolled in HHS for a 
minimum of 1 semester of their senior year in order to participate in the 

graduation ceremony. Modification: students transferring in credits from 
accredited correspondence or other schools may be considered for a HHS 

diploma even if they are not currently attending HHS. They must meet all 
requirements for graduation and will not be included in rank or eligible for 
academic honors.  

 
Withdrawal/removal from a class  
Student option to withdraw: Once a student has enrolled in a course, he or she 

may withdraw from the class only with the recommendation of the counselor 
and permission of the parents. The deadline for withdrawing from a class 



without penalty is six weeks from the first day of the semester; students who 
withdraw after this time will receive a failing grade for the entire course. A 

student who withdraws from a class will be placed in a study hall.  
Attendance removal: Students removed from a class for poor attendance will 

receive a failing grade and will lose credit. Disciplinary removal: Students 
removed for disciplinary reasons will receive a failing grade and will lose credit.  
 


